Routledge

GUIDELINES FOR THE PREPARATION OF PROPOSALS

Proposals should be about 4-8 pages long, indicate a proposed working title, which should give a clear idea of the content of the book, and provide a brief synopsis of the central arguments and themes of the book.  It is very helpful for us to have the following information included in the book proposal:

1. Rationale: Why the book is important, original, timely? 

2. Contents list: Chapter-by-chapter outline with chapter headings and a short summary of the content of each chapter. For edited books, please give details of contributors and their affiliations. 

3. For books based on a Thesis: your suggestions for transforming the thesis (narrow purpose, select readership) into a book (broader purpose, wider readership). 

4. Market: Who is the book for? Which subject group(s) is the book aimed at?  Is the book designed to be a research monograph, a textbook, or a book for general readers?  If the book is intended as a textbook, please (a) indicate at which level the book is pitched, and (b) provide details of particular courses on which the book might be adopted as an essential purchase.

5. Competition: Compare and contrast. Show where your new work fits into, and takes further, the existing body of scholarship.

6. Brief Curriculum Vitae of yourself, and any co-authors or co-editors.

7. Title: It is important to have a crisp title, which broadens the appeal as much as possible, and that is explicit about the book's subject. Include appropriate keywords for computer and catalogue searches.

8. Length of script: Include number of tables, figures, maps, illustrations, and so on.

9. Anticipated delivery date of the finished script.

10. Suggestions for two possible referees. 

